
2823 S. Princeton Ave. •• Cardinal Stepinac Way 
Chicago, IL 60616 

Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Annamaria Babich ........ 312-479-4004 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 12:30 poslije 

podne na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 12:30 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





1ST SUNDAY OF LENT

Why do we always go to the desert? We see 
this example in Scripture time and time again. The Is-
raelites wandered in the desert. King David and pro-
phets were driven into the wilderness. And now Je-
sus is in the same place. Lent after Lent, we too are 
invited into a barren, desolate place. Why do we 
always go to the desert? 

In Bible, the desert is a place of testing. It is 
also a place of hiding and withdrawal. In the Old Tes-
tament, David fled into the wilderness to hide from 
Saul, Elijah from Jezebel, and Jonah from God! In 
other words, the desert is a place of retreat. In Chris-
tian circles, we use the word to describe a spiritual 
weekend away. But its meaning comes from warfare, 
as we well know. To retreat means to draw back, to 
separate oneself from the fighting. Of course, a mili-
tary retreat brings its own kind of battle -- the inter-
nal assessment of why the fighting went so poorly. 

As we enter into this Lenten season, we are 
invited to retreat into the desert with Jesus. Attend-
ing a day or weekend of reflection is a wonderful spi-
ritual practice. This desert spirituality, however, can fill 
all 40 days. We can fulfill our Lenten resolutions with 
a purpose -- writing daily notes to family and friends 
can inspire new gratitude, every time we pass up that 
specific food item can be cause for intercession for 
deeper sufferings and privations of others. 

The Gospel tells us that the Spirit drove him 
out into the desert. In other words, God wants us to 
be here. What feels uncomfortable is actually part of 
our spiritual journey. To be stretched, to be challen-
ged, to confront our own areas of weakness -- these 
things are essential in our walk with God. This Lent, 
will you go to the desert?



LET US PRAY FOR OUR DECEASED 
Robert Francis “Uncle Bob” Humbert, 81.

Husband of +Linda; son of +Katherine (Tootie) Humbert; 
brother of +James Humbert, +Marion (James) Dedina, 
+Herbert (Muriel) Humbert, +Patricia (Fred) Evans-Jur-
gens, +Bernadine (Frank) Madia, and Joseph Humbert; 
father of Beth (Frank) Lettiere, Lisa (Fred) Barbara, Ber-
nadette (Denis) Doherty; stepfather of Robert (Brett) 
Bills and Sammy Bills; Papa of Vito (Sherry) Barbara, Denis 
Michael (Melissa) Doherty and Gregory Doherty; great 
grandfather to Rosemary Barbara; Pops to Gianna Botica 
Torres and Italia Torres; uncle and loyal friend to many. 
He was member of the Old Neighborhood Italian Ameri-
can Club. He was buried on Monday, February 12, at Holy 
Sepluchre Cemetery, Alsip, IL. 
 May he rest in peace. 

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 We have the Stations of the Cross during Lent in 
English on Fridays at 7 p.m. and in Croatian on Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. Join us. 

RENEW MY CHURCH: FIRST PARISH SESSION 
 We are starting with an very active part of Renew 
My Church process for Catholic parishes in Bridgeport - 
our wider neighborhood! 
 As a first step, we invite you to join our parish 
leadership for our first Renew My Church parish session on 
Monday, February 19, at 6:30 p.m. in our Big Hall.  
 During this session we will: 

 Discuss Renew My Church and the process we 
are beginning together, 

 Review important information and questions 
about our community such as the strengths and challeng-
es that exist in our grouping, 

 Answer any questions you may have. 
All are welcome and encouraged to attend!

FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY SERIES (4/6) 
 The 4th session of the Franciscan Spirituality Se-
ries titled St. Francis with the lowly and powerful will be on 
Wednesday, February 21, at 7 p.m. in the Small Hall. The 
presenter: Fr. Larry Frankovich, OFM - West Allis, WI. 

MARIAN SOCIETY 
ANNUAL MEMBER MEETING 
 The Marian Society all member meeting will be on 
Sunday, February 25, at 12:30 p.m. in the Big Hall. All 
members are invited as well as any ladies that might join 
this Society. Refreshments will be served. 

BAKALAR DINNER BY CLUB POLJICA 
 On Saturday, March 3, traditional Bakalar Dinner 
will be served at 7 p.m. in the Big Hall. This delicious Len-
ten tradition is organized by Club Poljica. 

ROARING THROUGH THE DECADES 
95TH ANNIVERSARY OF ST. JEROME SCHOOL 
 Join the St. Jerome Catholic School families for a 
very special evening: Roaring Through the Decades - cele-
brating 95 years of academic excellence at St. Jerome. 
Come and see the exciting things we have planned for the 
future of our great school. Celebration will take place on 
Saturday, March 10 at Zhou B Art Center (1029 W 35th 
St.) starting at 6:30 p.m.  
 Invite your family and friends to save the date and 
attend this special event. Don't miss this historic night of 
great food, entertainment, raffles, silent auction, and min-
gling with old and new friends. Forms with more details 
are in back of our church.

YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 On the second Sunday of month young adults of 
our parish get together to pray, sing, reflect on the Bible, 
discuss the current topics and plan future activities. Gath-
ering is held in the Parish Office starting at 12:15 p.m. Up-
coming dates: March 11, April 8. 

LENTEN FAST AND ABSTINENCE 
 The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has de-
clared that the age of fasting is from the completion of the 
18th year to the beginning of the 60th. The USCCB also 
allows the substitution of some other form of penance for 
abstinence on all of the Fridays of the year, except for 
those Fridays in Lent. Thus, the rules for fasting and absti-
nence in the United States are:  

 Every person 14 years of age or older must ab-
stain from meat on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all 
the Fridays of Lent.  

 Every person between the age of 18 and 60 
must fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  

 Every person 14 years of age or older must ab-
stain from meat on all other Fridays of the year, unless he 
or she substitutes some other form of penance for absti-
nence. 

QUEEN OF HEARTS 
ST. JEROME SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
 This raffle is a weekly 50/50 split the pot. If your 
ticket is drawn and your number reveals the Queen of 
Hearts on the board, you are a winner. If no one wins, 
new tickets are purchased and the pot rolls over. Draw-
ing is held every Sunday at 8 p.m. at Turtle’s Bar & Grill 
(238 W. 33rd St.). Winner need not be present. Tickets 
(6 for $5) can be purchased at Turtle’s Bar or at school. 





RENEW MY CHURCH
Renew My Church is a multi-year initiative to en-

sure the sustainable growth of our Church for the future. 
The objective of Renew My Church is to create vital, vib-
rant, life-giving, Catholic communities across the Archdio-
cese of Chicago and inspire disciples to accompany all 
members of our family of faith to seize this moment to 
make the mission of Christ our own – for our time. 

 All 344 archdiocesan parishes are divided into 
97 groupings, which will meet over the next few years. 
The pastor and 3 others from each parish are part of the 
overall “grouping feedback and discernment team.” The 
principal and 2 people from the school are also part of 
that team. St. Jerome Croatian Grouping Discern-
ment Team: Fr. Iva Majstorovi , John Segvich, Jan Ferro, 
Gina Gio, Jadranka Juri , Nevenka Jurkovi , Eva Mossman. 
They will meet with other Bridgeport Grouping teams for 
learning and discussion sessions. Third meeting will be on 
Tuesday, Feb 27. They will take what they’ve discussed 
back to the parish to share with the parishioners. The pa-
rishioners will be able to discuss and the team members 
will take that feedback back to the Grouping meetings. 
This will happen several times over about 3 months. 

 During the process, the Grouping will discuss 
how various potential structures could serve our commu-
nities in Bridgeport, given the mission needs of the area 
and overall resource realities locally and across the arch-
diocese. Potential structures could include merging exist-
ing parishes into one parish with multiple churches, shar-
ing a pastor or closing a site. Cardinal Cupich will make 
the final determination after evaluating all inputs. 

BOOK CLUB 
 Next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 14 at 
7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. They will be reading Little Fires 
Everywhere by Celeste Ng. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION:  
CATHOLICISM SERIES BY SANTA LUCIA 
 Santa Lucia parish will start with the Catholicism 
sweries by bishop Barron on Monday, March 5, at 7 p.m. 
in the Small Hall (Scalabrini Hall). We could learn about 
what and why we bwlieve as Catholics while being imm-
ersed in the art, architecture, literature, beliefs and prac-
tices of the Catholic tradition. The Catholicism program 
brings the beauty, goodness and truth of the Church to 
life so that we can better understand and share our faith. 

ST. JOSEPH’S TABLE BY SANTA LUCIA
 Santa Lucia parish will celebrate St. Joseph’s Table 
on Sunday, March 18. Holy Mass will be celebrated at 10 
a.m. followed by blessing of St. Joseph's table and altar in 
the school hall. Pasta dinner will be served from 11 a.m. 
until 2:30 p.m. Free will donations are appreciated.  

SAVE THE DATE
• Monday, February 19

Renew My Church: First Parish Session 
• Wednesday, February 21
 Franciscan Spirituality Series (4/6) 
• Sunday, February 25
 Marian Society annual member meeting 

• Saturday, March 3
 Bakalar Dinner by Club Poljica 
• Sunday, March 4
 - Bitka za Vukovar u Hrvatskom centru 
 - Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Monday, March 5

Catholicism series at Santa Lucia 
• Saturday, March 10
 - Roaring Through the Decades - 
 95th anniversary of St. Jerome School 

 - HNK Hrvat Chicago banquet 


