
2823 S. Princeton Ave. •• Cardinal Stepinac Way 
Chicago, IL 60616 

Croatian Franciscan Friars 
Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , OFM - Fr. Stipe Reni , OFM 

Mass schedule  Raspored misa 
 Saturday  Subota 
  5:30 p.m. English 
 Sunday  Nedjelja 
  7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. English 
  11 a.m. Hrvatski 
 Weekdays  Kroz tjedan 
  7:30 a.m. English 
Posjeti bolesnicima — uvijek 
Sick calls — at any time 
Krštenja — po dogovoru 
Baptisms — by appointment 
Ispovijedi — pola sata prije mise 
Confessions — before Masses 
Vjen anja — najaviti 6 mjeseci ranije 
Weddings — arrange 6 months in i

advance

TELEPHONES
Rectory  Ured ........... 312-842-1871 
Fax  ............................... 312-842-6427 
Sr. Krešimira Pandža ... 773-285-8526 
Parish Council President 
Jure Kutleša ................. 708-442-7068 
School Principal  Ravnatelj 
John Segvich ................. 312-842-7668 
Liturgical Coordinator 
Matthew Pesce ............. 773-847-6914 
CCD Director 
Annamaria Babich ........ 312-479-4004 

Hrvatski katoli ki radio Chicago 
subotom od podne do 12:30 poslije 

podne na 750 AM 
Croatian Catholic Radio Chicago

Saturday: noon - 12:30 p.m. 
on 750 AM

• •





2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY

Should we be a little easier on Thomas? The 
last few days have been a whirlwind. On Thursday, a 
Passover celebration went horribly awry as Jesus was 
betrayed and taken into custody for unstated crimes. 
Less than 24 hours later, the arrest has turned into a 
death sentence to be carried out that very after-
noon. Most of the disciples fled, including Thomas. 
He would have heard of the events of Good Friday 
secondhand, in shock over the death of his Lord and 
Master. Then Sunday morning arrives with joy from a 
few disciples-Jesus is risen! But there is no persistent 
sight of him, only Mary Magdalene's quick moment in 
the garden and an empty tomb. Another day passes. 
The Apostles are gathered that Monday night, but 
Thomas is absent. He returns to a jubilant report of 
the risen Lord. Again, Thomas has seen nothing.

The experience must have been surreal. Did 
Jesus really appear raised from the dead? Did he 
really suffer and die? Has all of this been some 
strange hoax? Desperate for an answer, Thomas in-
sists, Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and 
put my finger into the nail marks and put my hand into 
his side, I will not believe.

After his resurrection, Jesus' body--mangled 
and bloody from the crucifixion--is restored. Did it 
need the scars? A perfected body would have taught 
us one lesson: everything is renewed as it once was, 
the past erased. Jesus chooses another lesson, how-
ever. He retains his scars that we might know him. In 
the whirlwind of our lives, we make our own mis-
takes, our own betrayals and compromises. In the 
resurrected Jesus, we see a God who does not for-
get his own sorrow. We are invited to meet him--
wound for wound--and place our hand on his own 
nail-scarred palm, the eternal sign of his mercy.



YOUNG ADULTS GATHERING 
 On the second Sunday of month young adults of 
our parish get together to pray, sing, reflect on the Bible, 
discuss the current topics and plan future activities. Gath-
ering is held today - Sunday, April 8, in the Parish Office 
starting at 12:15 p.m. Upcoming dates: May 13, June 10. 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY IS TODAY 
 Today we celebrate Divine 
Mercy Sunday. God’s love (Merciful 
Father) is one of Jesus’s central me-
ssages. We will pray and sing the Di-
vine Mercy Chaplet at a prayer ser-
vice at 3 p.m. in our church. Join us. 
 Between 1930 and 1938, Je-
sus appeared to Sister Faustina, a Sis-
ter of Mercy in Poland who initiated the Divine Mercy de-
votion. She was canonized on April 30, 2000, the Sunday 
after Easter, the Feast of Divine Mercy. On Good Friday, 
1937, Jesus requested that Faustina make a special novena 
before the Feast of Mercy, from Good Friday through the 
following Saturday. Jesus also asked that a picture be 
painted according to the vision of Himself as the fountain 
of mercy. He gave her a chaplet to be recited and said 
that it was appropriate to pray the chaplet at 3 o'clock 
each afternoon (the Hour of Great Mercy). 

BOOK CLUB 
 Next meeting will be on Wednesday, April 11 at 
7 p.m. in Lower Small Hall. They will be discussing Wonder
by R. J. Palacio. 

FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY SERIES (6/6) 
 The 6th session of the Franciscan Spirituality Se-
ries titled St. Francis and death will be on Wednesday, 
April 18, at 7 p.m. in the Small Hall. The presenter: Fr. 
Larry Frankovich, OFM - West Allis, WI. 

MINI-RETREAT IN APRIL 
 Please, join us on Sunday, April 15, for a mini-
retreat with the guest Michael O’Neill. He will talk about: 
How the Catholic Church Investigates the Supernatural. Mi-
chael O'Neill is an author, speaker, and creator of the 

website MiracleHunter.com, the 
web's top resource on Marian ap-
paritions cited in news articles and 
blogs around the world. O'Neill, a 
graduate of Stanford University 
and member of the Mariological 
Society of America, has been inter-
viewed about his research numer-
ous times for features on Catholic 
media outlets like EWTN and Ave 
Maria and secular publications like 

National Geographic and Live Science magazine. He is the 
host of the weekly Relevant Radio program The Miracle 
Hunter. The event will start at 12:30 p.m. in the Big Hall 
with the rosary, continue with a talk, questions and an-
swers… and finish by 2 p.m. Croatian Catholic Youth will 
provide burek, sirnica, krumpiruša, zeljanica (Bosnian style 
meat, cheese, potato, vegetable pies), and Marian Society 
will provide coffee and cake. 

CARDINAL STEPINAC CROATIAN 
SCHOOL ANNUAL CONCERT 
 Cardinal Stepinac Croatian School annual concert 
will take place on Saturday, April 21, at 3 p.m. at Benito 
Juarez Community Academy (2150 S. Laflin St.). Concert 
and party entrance is $20 and a dance and dinner will fol-
low in our Big Hall. Dinner tickets can be purchased for 
$15. Entertainment will be provided by DJ Luka. 

MAY CROWNING 
 May Crowning celebration will be on Thursday, 
May 10, at 7 p.m. in the church. Join us for a special devo-
tion to Our Lady, our Queen and Mother. 

MISSISSAUGA MLADIFEST 2018 
 Mladifest is a youth rally for Croatian Catholics 
throughout the US and Canada who wish to participate in 
a different and eye opening weekend-long event. It is not 
necessary to speak Croatian, but you must be at least 16 
years old and not older than 30. Mladifest 2018 will be 
hosted by Croatian Martyrs Parish in Mississauga, ON, 
Canada from June 29 - July 1. For more details see: 
mississaugamladifest.com or croatiancatholicyouth.com. 

ARE YOU A REGISTERED PARISHIONER? 
 If you attend Mass here regularly, we encourage 
you to register as a member of St. Jerome. Registering in 
the parish makes the process much easier when it is time 
for infant baptism, religious education registration, wed-
dings and when asked to be a sponsor for baptism or con-
firmation. Registering is easy. Visit our parish office. 

PRESENTATION
OF THE GIFTS TO THE ALTAR 
 If you would like to present the gifts to the altar 
at any Mass, please, see one of our ushers before the 
Mass. It would be beautiful if we would have different fam-
ilies at each Mass, or to have you if a Mass is being cele-
brated for your intention. 

WEDDING BANNS NAJAVA VJEN ANJA

II) John M. Pavlin & Kendra R. Weber





RENEW MY CHURCH 
 • Renew My Church is a multi-year initiative to en-
sure the sustainable growth of our Church for the future. 
The objective of Renew My Church is to create vital, vib-
rant, life-giving, Catholic communities across the Archdio-
cese of Chicago and inspire disciples to accompany all 
members of our family of faith to seize this moment to 
make the mission of Christ our own – for our time. 
 • All 344 archdiocesan parishes are divided into 
97 groupings, which will meet over the next few years. 
The pastor and 3 others from each parish are part of the 
overall “grouping feedback and discernment team.” The 
principal and 2 people from the school are also part of 
that team. St. Jerome Croatian Grouping Discern-
ment Team: Fr. Ivica Majstorovi , John Segvich, Jan 
Ferro, Gina Gio, Jadranka Juri , Nevenka Jurkovi , Eva 
Mossman. They meet with other Bridgeport Grouping 
teams for learning and discussion sessions. They take 
what they’ve discussed back to the parish to share with 
the parishioners. The parishioners will be able to discuss 
and the team members will take that feedback back to the 
Grouping meetings. This will happen several times over 
about three months. 
 • During the process, the Grouping will discuss 
how various potential structures could serve our commu-
nities in Bridgeport, given the mission needs of the area 
and overall resource realities locally and across the arch-
diocese. Potential structures could include merging exist-
ing parishes into one parish with multiple churches, shar-
ing a pastor or closing a site. Cardinal Cupich will make 
the final determination after evaluating all inputs. Please, 
pray for the success of Renew My Church process. 

QUEEN OF HEARTS 
ST. JEROME SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
 This raffle is a weekly 50/50 split the pot. If your 
ticket is drawn and your number reveals the Queen of 
Hearts on the board, you are a winner. If no one wins, 
new tickets are purchased and the pot rolls over. Draw-
ing is held every Sunday at 8 p.m. at Turtle’s Bar & Grill 
(238 W. 33rd St.). Winner need not be present. Tickets 
(6 for $5) can be purchased at Turtle’s or at our school. 

SAVE THE DATE
• Sunday, April 8
 - Young Adults gathering 
 - Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3 p.m. 
• Sunday, April 15
 Mini-retreat (with Michael O'Neill) 
• Tuesday, April 17
 First Reconciliation 
• Wednesday, April 18
 Franciscan Spirituality Series (6/6) 
• Saturday, April 21
 Klub Stepinac Annual Concert 
• Sunday, April 28
 Book signing and meet the authors 

• Sunday, May 6
 Croatian Mass in Rockford, IL 
• Thursday, May 10
 May Crowning 
• Friday, May 11
 Croatian Day at Daley Plaza 
• Sunday, May 13
 - Mother’s Day celebration (Croatian School) 
 - Young Adults gathering 
• Saturday, May 19
 Father-Daughter Dance at St. Jerome School 
• Sunday, May 20
 Club Sinj Memorial Mass and Luncheon 


